SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:
The Mayor


Deputy Mayor


All Members of Sandy Town Council

There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 19th January 2009, in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

12th January 2009






       S M Foster










       Town Clerk
AGENDA

1.  Apologies

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from 
Members
(a) Prejudicial Interests

(b) Personal Interests
3.  Supplementary accounts

(a) Capital Account – Ivel Park
(b) Repairs and Renewals Account
(c) Reserve Account

To review current and projected end of year position on the Supplementary Accounts.

(Copies attached)

4.  Minutes and reports

To approve/adopt the Minutes of the Meeting of Audit Committee held on 10th November 2008 and Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 8th December 2008. (previously circulated)

(Estimates only items – minute nos. A19/08 and F53/08)

5. Request from Aragon Housing Association

To receive and consider letter from Aragon Housing (Copy attached)
6. Planting Contract
To receive and consider Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)
7. Expenditure from supplementary accounts

(i) To receive and approve Expenditure proposals for 2009/2010 from:-
(a) Capital Account

(b) Repairs and Renewals Account
(c) Interest on Capital Account

(ii) To consider additional items requested (Clerk’s report attached)
8. Scale of charges 2009/2010

To approve the Scale of Charges, Rentals etc. with effect from 1st April 2009, proposed by Audit Committee, minute no A18/08.

(Copy of scale of charges attached)

9. Annual estimates of expenditure 2009/2010
To consider and approve Final Estimates of Income and Expenditure and to agree Precept for Financial Year commencing 1st April 2009.

(Copies of draft estimates are attached, plus additional items arising after meeting of the Audit Committee)
10. Press release
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6. Planting Contract
Members will be aware that the Town Centre planting contract came to an end in September 2008. It has been decided to undertake much of the work “in house” leaving just the lamp post baskets, hanging baskets, flower towers and barrier baskets to be planted by an outside contractor.  

Plantscape, who were responsible for the recently ended contract have quoted £2,500 for this work.  It has not been possible to obtain further quotations. 

Plantscape have also quoted a figure of £3,250 for the supply of 5,000 bedding plants (65p each), however these could be sourced elsewhere if Members wish.

These figures have been included in the 2009/10 estimates figures so there is no need to adjust them.

(Members are requested to approve the appointment of Plantscape to provide town centre planting as outlined above).
7. Expenditure from supplementary accounts
Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended

Revenue account
Council Offices

Parish Plan





£1500.00

Priority 2


Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Banks storage toilet water heater

£450.00

Priority 1

Sandy Enhancement Group

Special Project Grant



 £550.00

Priority 2

Pitches

Fertiliser application



£2500.00

Priority 2

Total from Revenue Account

£5,000.00
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7. Expenditure from supplementary accounts (Cont)

Interest on Capital Account

Council Offices

Redecoration of hall, Committee Room 
£1000.00

Priority 3

and toilets

  

Stratford Road

Spray marker




 £520.00

Priority 2

Compressor





 £150.00

Priority 1

Cemetery

Vehicle gate in Stratford Road

 £500.00

Priority 2
Total from Interest on Capital

£2170.00
Capital Account
Bedford Road Recreation Ground


Railway sleepers (play area embankment)£2400.00

Priority 1

Limes Play Area

Installation of bow top fencing         
 £8500.00

Priority 5

Cricket Club

Tungsten tipped scarifier blades

 £238.00

Priority 2

Vertidraining of Sunderland Road and
£1,950.00

Priority 2
Bedford Road Playing Fields









Council Offices

New computer for main office


  £850.00

Priority 2

Tourist Information Centre Notice board
 £600.00

Priority 2
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7. Expenditure from supplementary accounts (Cont)

Notice board in town centre


 £600.00

Priority 2

Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Replacement of safety tiles with wet pour £10,970.00
Priority 3

Stratford Road

Shredder/Chipper




 £3750.00

Priority 2
This item is subject to a 7% increase in cost in February and so will be £4012.50.  However, the Town Council has been offered a larger demonstration chipper (used only a few times) for a cost of £4,800 if Members are willing to purchase this.
Bunker storage at Depot


 £10,000.00        Priority 3

Soil sifter





 £400.00

Priority 3

Mower (NB price reduction since Dec)
 £450.00 

Priority 2

Cemetery

Notice boards at entrances


 £1200.00

Priority 3
Total from Capital Account


£41,908.00

(ii) Additional items 
Stratford Road Depot

Pole Pruner and harness


£650.00

This will be used to pollard the trees in the cemetery and churchyard, thus avoiding the use of ladders, with the associated Health and Safety implications.

Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Replacement of 3 pedestrian gates (Bedford Rd end)

£2,500.00

Although efforts have been made to repair the existing gates in order to stop them shutting noisily it has not proved possible because of damage to the surrounds and gates.  It should be noted that even new gates would not be entirely silent when shutting.
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7. Expenditure from supplementary accounts (Cont)

Limes Play area
Employ contractor to fix fence rails 



£1,000.00

Or:

Equipment and supplies for Groundstaff to 

£370.00

undertake the work

Tourist Information Centre

Publication of updated town guide



£2,400.00

The last guide covered the period 2007 – 2009, The TIC is obliged to publish details of accommodation in the area.  The Management Group has requested that this item be included in the estimates process.

Grants

At its meeting on 5.1.09 Council resolved to consider including a grant of £500 in the Estimates process for 2009/2010 to support the work of the Citizens Advice Bureau.
Ivel Road Junction

New tree and bench





£650.00

Agreed by Town Council at its meeting on 5.1.09.
All buildings

Asbestos survey and production of Asbestos Register
£3,000.00

This is a legal requirement under Health and Safety legislation and should be undertaken as soon as possible.
In addition to these items it should be noted by Members that Council has asked for plans to replace the two old storage garages and the break hut at the Stratford Road Depot.  Preliminary exploration has shown that this cost is likely to be in the region of £50,000 to £60,000.  This will, of course, be capital expenditure.  
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9. Annual estimates of expenditure 2009/2010 

EXPLANATORY NOTES – EXPENDITURE

STAFF (4101)

Gross Salaries –  A 2.45% increase has been included in the estimates. 

Gross Wages - A 2.45% increase has been included in the estimates and the costs for an additional member of groundstaff included. 

Pensions Contributions – There are at present 5 members of the Admin staff (Including TIC) and 2 members of groundstaff in the Local Government Pension Scheme

Miscellaneous – allows for outsourcing payroll works, the cost of which has not increased

Budgets have, in most cases been increased by 3% (RPI November) or in the case of Business rates 4.5%, where this has not been applied it has been as a result of consideration of historical expenditure or special circumstances.

ADMINISTRATION – OFFICES (4200)

Service Agreements includes £3,000 for the HR and Health and Safety Consultancy.
 
STRATFORD ROAD DEPOT (4300)

Protective Clothing – Increased to take account of an additional member of staff.

Health and safety and environmental works - hedgecutting will now be undertaken by groundstaff.

ALLOTMENTS (4400)

A.W.A. –  appears to be no need to change this budget.

FOOTWAY LIGHTING (4500)

No comment necessary.
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9. Annual estimates of expenditure 2009/2010        (Cont)

CEMETERY (4600)

Grave digging – Allows for 32 burials. 

CHURCHYARD (4700)

No comment necessary.

CAR PARK (4800)

General Rates – As Members are aware the Town Council is once again appealing against the Rateable Value of the car park but the outcome is not yet known, the budget reflects this.
Market Waste Collection  & Market Rates - payable by Town Council since it took over the running of the market.

PUBLIC TOILETS (4900)

No comment necessary.
BEDFORD ROAD OPEN SPACE (5000)

No comment necessary.

SUNDERLAND ROAD OPEN SPACE  (5100)
Maintenance of Bowling Green – Increased in line with inflation.

Maintenance of Cricket Square – No increase has been requested by the cricket club.

BEESTON GREEN (5200)  

No comment necessary

THE PINNACLE (5300)

General Maintenance –  Management fee for Ivel and Ouse Countryside Project.

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE (5400)

Staff costs – Increase allows for purchase of uniforms and employment of relief staff.  

Shannon Court Lease – No longer applicable.
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9. Annual estimates of expenditure 2009/2010        (Cont)

Membership fees – Not applicable
GRASS CUTTING (5500)

No comment necessary

LITTER BINS, SEATS, SHELTERS (5600)

2009/2010 estimates provides for one new or replacement seat.

SANDY ANNUAL REPORT AND NEWSLETTER (5700)
Printing Costs -  One issue of the combined Annual Report and Newsletter and three further issues of the newsletter (with a slight increase in the print run). In addition the cost of delivery of the three issues of the newsletter has been included. 
S.E.G. (5800)


Estimate includes the amount requested by the Sandy Enhancement Group.


CHRISTMAS LIGHTS PROJECT (5900)

No comment necessary.

THE RIDDY (6000)

No comment necessary.


MISCELLANEOUS (6100)

Parish Clock - No comment necessary.
Radiolink Scheme – Administered by STC for Mid Beds DC (offset against income).

Fees for CCTV –  No comment necessary.
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9. ANNUAL ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE 2009/2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES – INCOME

ADMINISTRATION – OFFICE (7200)

Rent etc. Council Offices and Council Chamber – The Chamber and Committee Rooms are rented occasionally by approved groups, there is no regular predictable income.

Sale of Council Minutes – Only one local Newspaper currently contributes to receive Minutes, Agenda etc. They receive copies of everything that is published.

ALLOTMENTS (7215)

The amount received is based on the number of poles, plus an additional figure to allow for around four allotments to change hands.

CEMETERY (7225)

Burial fees are also unpredictable.  The income includes fees for cremated remains interments, memorial permissions etc.


CAR PARK (INCLUDING MARKET) (7235)

Friday Market

A budget to reflect the establishment of the Farmer’s Market has been included.

SUNDERLAND ROAD OPEN SPACE (7250)

A nominal amount has been included for pitch rental as most of this figure will now be included with the Pavilion hire.

Pitch Rental 

No comment necessary.


Pavilion Rental

No comment necessary.
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9. ANNUAL ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE 2009/2010 (Cont)

EXPLANATORY NOTES – INCOME

Scouts, A.C.F. and S.S.L.A

Includes the ground rent paid in respect of the land on which stands the Scout Headquarters, the Cadet Headquarters and the All Weather Surface, which parcels of land are all in the ownership of the Town Council.

GRASSCUTTING (7280)

Grasscutting Contribution – Bedfordshire County Council

The County Council pay Sandy Town Council to undertake some of the County Council verge cutting in Sandy.

SANDY BULLETIN (7290)

Advertising

No comment necessary.


